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And  the  INTEREST  of 

GREAT  BRITAIN  with  regard  to  them, 

CONSIDERED, 

Together  with 

REMARKSon  the  STAMP-DUTY. 


Lo  !  fwar ming  oer  the  new  di [cover  d  Worlds 
Gay  Colonies  extend ;  the  calm  Retreat 

Of  undejervd  Diftrefs .  - - 

_ Bound  by  facred  Freedom ,  firm  they  rife  ; 

Of  Britain’s  Empire  the  Support  and  Strength.  Thomson,' 
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THE 

I  M  P  O  R  TAN  C  E&r 


ITHIN  thefe  few  Years  frequent  have  been  the  Alarms 
that  the  State  was  in  Danger,  nor  would  I  venture  to  affirm 
that  they  have  always  been  without  Foundation.  We  have  had  power¬ 
ful  Enemies  abroad,  diftrefled  Allies  to  fupport,  Rebellion  Tit  home, 
Fadion  and  Difcontent  among  the  People,  which  has  rifen  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  Height,  and  has  even  extended  itfelf  to  our  Colonies  in  North 
America ,  where  the  Spirit  of  Riot  has  broke  out  at  Bofim,  and  with 
the  utmoft  Violence  attacked  feveralof  the  Kings’s  Officers,  plundered 
their  Houfes,  and  robbed  them  of  their  Effeds,  and  fet  Government  at 
Defiance.  Encouraged  by  this  Example,  the  Multitude  at  Rbode^ 

B  '  a  * 
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IJIand  were  proceeding  to  the  fame  Violences, fo  that  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal  Inhabitants,  it  is  faid,  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  to  Ships 
to  avoid  their  Rage.  How  alarming  are  fuch  Afts  of  Violence  in  a 
civilized  Country,  and  fubverfive  of  all  Order  and  good  Government, 
which  every  good  and  loyal  Subject  ought  to  fupport  to  the  utrnoft  of 
his  Power  ?  But  altho’  the  other  Colonies,  much  to  their  Honour, 
have  not  proceeded  to  fuch  Violence,  yet  we  are  well  affured  that  great 
Uneafinefs  and  Difconteni  prevails  in  all  of  them,  on  account  of  an  ACt 
of  Parliament,  impoiing  a  Stamp-Duty,  to  which,  they  fay,  if  they  fub- 
mit,  it  will  be  an  Introduction  to  all  the  Variety  of  Taxes  which  are 
paid  in  England ,  befides  the  numerous  Taxes  impofed  on  them  by 
their  own  Reprefentativeg. 

To  juftify  themfelves  in  this  Difobedience  to  the  Aft,  they  prefume 
to  call  the  Right  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  over  them  in  quefticn. 
This  is  a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance,  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being  one 
of  the  fir  ft  Things  confidcred  by  that  auguft  Houfe,  when  their  own 
Dignity,  andjufticeto  the  Colonies,  I  hope,  will 'both  be  defended  and 
i  upper  ted  3  and  in  the  mean  Time  I  with  to  fee  the  Miniftry  adl 
with  Spirit  cn  this  mod  important  Occafion,  but  fhould  be  forry 
to  fee  their  Affions  were  mere  Deeds  of  Power  ;  for  it  fhould  - 
always  be  remembered,  that  the  Colonies  are  our  Brethren  and  Fellow- 
Subjeds,  free-born  Britons  equally  as  we  are,  and  intitled  equally  with 
us  to  every  Right  and  Privilege  of  Britons .  We  fhould  inquire,  there¬ 
fore,  whether  we  have  behaved  to  them  as  Brethren  ?  and  whether  we 
have  not  exaded  from  them  what  we  fhould  have  judged  extremely 
hard  to  have  differed  ourfclvcs  ?  The  fir  ft  Right  of  a  Briton  is,  that  he 

cannot 


cannot  be  tried  but  by  his  Peers  ;  the  next,  that  he  cannot  be  taxed 
but  by  a  Parliament,  in  which  he  is  rcprefented,  or  by  Gentlemen 
who  pay  a  Share  of  the  Tax  they  impofe  on  him  ;  for  the  Law,  not 
trufting  too  much  to  Virtue,  wifely  proceeds  on  this  Supposition,  that 
however  inattentive  a  Man  may  be  to  the  Concerns  of  others,  he  will 
probably  pay  fome  Regard  to  his  own  Intereft ;  and  it  is  in  this  View 
that  the  Law  requires  a  Man  to  be  pofleffed  of  a  certain  Eflate,to  in¬ 
title  him  to  reprefent  others.  Are  the  Colonies  then  in  this  Manner 
reprefented  in  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  ?  Dothofe  who  impofe 
Taxes  on  them  pay  alfo  a  Share  of  thofe  Taxes  ?  If  this  is  not  the  Cafe, 
what  have  the  Colonies  done  that  they  fhould  be  Stripped  of  one  of  the 
moSt  valuable  Privileges  of  Britons  ?  Have  the  Parliament  a  Right  to 
take  from  the  loweSt  of  the  Subjects  the  fmalleft  Privilege  which  he  in¬ 
herits,  unle'fs  forfeited  by  Law  ?  Do  not  mifunderStand  me.  I  do  not 
bv  any  Means  call  the  Power  of  Parliament  in  question  ;  I  know  they 
are  in  many  Cafes  omnipotent  ;  they  may,  of  Power,  pafs  a  Law  by 
which  any  Colony  Should  be  deprived  the  Privilege  of  being  tried  by 
Jury  i  but  I  aSk,  could  they  of  Right  do  it  ?  for  between  Power  and 
Right  is  a  very  great  Difference. 

s 

It  is  faid,  and  I  believe  truly,  that,  in  1763,  when  the  Sugar-Aft 
paffed,  that  the  Stamp-Duty  was  then  under  Confideration  ;  but  the 
evil  Confequence  being  reprefented,  it  was  refolved  by  the  then  Mini- 
ftry  to  put  it  off,  in  order  to  have  the  Senfe  of  the  Colonies  on  it  ; 
thej’,  therefore,  laft  Seflions  would  have  applied  by  Petition  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  againft  the  Manner  of  impofing  the  Stamp-Aft  ;  hut  I  am  in¬ 
formed  no  Member  would  prefent  their  Petitions,  for  it  ftems  it  was 


againft  the  Forms  of  the  Ho  life;  That  honourable  Houfe  ought  to 
know  bed  whether  Forms  ought  to  Hand  in  the  Way  of  Right,  efpeci- 
ally  when  fo  great  a  Part  of  this  Empire  defired  to  be  heard:  If  a 
Charter  of  Magna  Charta  had  been  the  Impediment,  it  fhould  be  re¬ 
moved,  it  fhould  be  annulled. 

Th  is  Rejection  to  be  heard,  has  caiifed  all  the  Colonies  to  refolve 
to  fend  Deputies  from  their  Afiemblies  to  meet  at  New-York ;  from 
whence,  it  is  probable,  they  will  again  attempt  to  petition  Parliament. 
If  their  Demands  are  rcafonable,  Juftice  requires  that  fo  vaft  a  Part  of 
this  Empire  fhould  be  heard  •  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  they  will 
demand  nothing  that  is  irnreafonable,  of  inconiiftent  with  the  Laws. 

The  utmoft  Wifdoth  cf  Parliament  will  be  wanted  on  this  mod 
important  Gccafion  ;  and  no  Member,  it  is  hoped,  will  advifs  an  im¬ 
proper  Exertion  of  Power.  It  is  the  true  Ihtcreftof  Britain  to  acquire 
and  retain,  not  to  alienate  the  AfFe&ionsof  her  Colonies,  which  furpafs 
mod  Kingdoms  of  Europe  in  Power  and  Number  of  People  •  and  this 
can  only  be  done  by  kind  Ufage,  and  always  confidcring  them,  as  they 
mod  certainly  are  in  all  Refpe&s,  on  the  fame  Footing  with  ourfelves, 
and  of  Right  intitled  to  every  Privilege  that  we  in  England  enjoy. 

The  Colonies  are  fo  many  aidant  Provinces  of  the  Britijh  Empire, 
and  which  add  great  Dignity  and  Power  to  it,  and  wall  continue  to  do 
fo  infinitely  more  ;  but  if,  indead  of  improving  this  vaft  Acceffion  of 
Dominion  to  our  mutual  Advantage,  wc  make  Enemies  of  our  Friends 
Md  Fellow  Subjects,  and  thereby  convert  this  BlefTing  of  Heaven  into 
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a  Curfe,  then,  indeed,  we  may  have  Caufe  to  weep,  and  to  mourn  over 
our  late  Conquefts,  whilft  every  Power  in  EurGpe  would  rejoice  in  our 
Divifi  ns  and  Diftradtions,  which  they  already  do,  and  will  not  l?;l 
to  encourage. 

i  / 

Never,  therefore,  did  the  Welfare,  and  even  Independence,  of  this 
Kingdom  call  more  for  the  utmoft  Wifdom  and  united  Counfcls  of  the 
Government,  than  on  this  mod:  important  Occafion  ;  for  it  Should  be 
remembered,  that  the  Britijh Empire  on  the  Continent  of  A 'orth- Ame¬ 
rica  extends  more  than  2000  Miles,  in  which  is  every  Kind  of  Soil 
and  Climate,  and  therefore  yields,  in  great  Plenty,  near  all  the  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  Europe ,  and  is  certainly  capable  of  producing  every  Kind 
of  Fruits  that  any  Part  of  the  World  is  known  to  afford. 


Befides  thefc  Bleffings  of  Life,  they  have  all  the  Sinews  of  Power. 
The  Earth  is  known  to  contain  innumerable  Iron  Mines,  enalefs  Fo- 
refts  of  Oak  and  other  Timber,  Pitch,  Tar,  Hemp,  Flax  ;  vaft  Banks, 
Rivers,  Bays,  Harbours,  abounding  with  the  greateft  Fifheries  on  the 
Globe  ;  fo  that  not  a  Doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this  vaft  Country 
will,  in  Time,  become  the  greateft  Empire  that  the  World  has  ever 
fecn  ;  and  this  Opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  rapid  Progrefs  they  have 
made  fince  1621,  when  a  few  perfecuted  People  fir  ft  went  thither,  and 
who  are  now  become  near  three  Millions  ;  thefe,  in  a  Country  where 
Land  is  fo  eafily  had,  and  which  occafions  early  Marriages,  cannot  fail, 
in  twenty-five  Years,  of  becoming  fix  Millions,  which  is  about  equal 
to  the  People  of  England  ;  and  this  Increarc  will  continue  in  a  Coun¬ 
try,  whofe  Bounds  weft  ward  are  unknown. 
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•f-  '-'i°  ^  iticli  s,  ili living  P roipccc  of  incrcafing  Population  in  thofe 
Regions,  ns  fliould  induce  us  to  defect  the  Idea  of  being  long  able  to 
fubjed  them  to  our  Power.  They  have  already  often  aided  us  in  cur 
American  Wars,  and  they  will  foon  be  able  to  do  fo  in  Europe  ,•  we. 
ought  therefore  to  adopt  true  Policy,  which,  is,  to  rule  them  with 
Lenity,  for  that  only  can  continue  for  Ages,  what  an. Exertion  of- 
Power  might  fail  to  fecure  for  a  few  Years, 


The  great  Uneafinefs  and  Difcontent  of  the^CoIonies,  having  t  Ten  - 
its  Rife  from  the  Stamp  Duty  laid  on  them  ;  this,  we  fee,  has  fet 
them  upon  efiimating  for  themfel  ves,  and  of  their  Utility  to  us  ;  and 
accordingly  they  fet  a  Value  upon  themfelves,  and  we  ought  to  be 
aware  how  very  flrongly  the  Eilimation  of  their  own  Utility  will  on 
all  Occafions  operate  on  their  Minds.  The  North- Americans  fay,  they 
have  been  toiling  for  the  Mother- Country  ;  that  the  Fruits  of. all  their 
Labour  centers  here  ;  that  therefore,  if  they  are  not  confidered  as 
Children,  their  Treatment  is  that  of  Slaves,  and  therefore,  if  opprcfTed 
they  mud  unite.  They  accordingly  cry  out  for  Union,  which  has  pro-, 
duced  a  Congrefs  of  all  the  Colonies,  whofe  Deputies  are  now  a  fie  ta¬ 
bled  at  New- York,  which  is  find  propofed  for  Reprefentation  only  ; 
but  fliould  they  not  fucceed,  we  fhould  be  aware  of  what  they  may 
next  proceed  to  confulton  ;  as  alfo  what  may  prove  the  Coniequence 
of  rooted  Hatred  and  Dcfpcration. 

I  therefore  cannot  help  cenfuring  thofe  to  be  tyrannic  Principles, 
which  are  for  dragooning,  and  an  Exertion  of  Power  and  Authority,  be- 

tcuiU  I.  am. well  convinced  that  true  Policy  often  dictates  to  Authority 

to 
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to  yield  upon  critical  Exigencies  ;  the  higheft  Authority  hss  0ptcn 
clone  it  with  true  Wifdom,  in  this  Kingdom,  a*  in  tire  propofed  ExcTe 
on  Wine  and  Tobacco  in  1733,  and  in  1755  repealing  the  jew  Bill.. 
We  ought  always  to  give  Applaufe. to  thole  who,  by  refloring  Har¬ 
mony,  prevent  Deiperation.. 


True  Principles  of  Policy  and  Commerce,  abhor  Rc/lrifitom  that 

tend  to  prevent  our  Colonies  of  North- America  from  enriching  them- 
felves  by  other  States,  for  l'uch  are  a  Prejudice  to  the  Mother-Coun¬ 
try  ;  becaufe  all  the  Riches  which  they  acquire,  muft,  in  fome  Shspe- 
or  other,  center  here  ;  and  to  prove  this,  you  can  have  no  better  Au¬ 
thority  than  the  Courfc  of  Exchange  ;  and  how  immcnfely  that  is- 
againft  the  Colonies,  muft  be  known  to  all  Men.  Whatever  there¬ 
fore  they  get,  they  only  fubfift  themfeives,  being  always  kept  in  a 
State  of  deep  Debt  to  us.  What  can  we  defire  more  ?  And  whom 
can  we  injure  more  by  Reftridions  and  levere  Laws  than  ourfelves  ? 


Reftraints  on  their  Trade  then  certainly  is  very  impolitic  ;  for  what-', 
ver  Trade  they  carry  on,  if  they  get  but  a  Balance  in  their  Favour  it 
mud  turn  to  our  Advantage  ;  and  furely,  of  all  Instruments  for  ruining 
and  fupprefling  Trade,  Military  and  Marine  arc  the  moft  dcteftable  ; 
their  arbitrary  Principles  are  incompatible  with  Commerce,  which  can 
never  flourish  but  with  Mildnefs  and  Encouragement  ;  nor  ought 
Vice  Admiralty  Courts  to  be  intruded  with  Power  over  Commerce. 


As  to  the  Stamp  and  other  Taxes,  if  they  have  not  Money  enough 
even  to  pay  for  our  Manufactures,  nothing  can  be  gained  by  attempt¬ 
ing 


-  (  8  ) 

5ng  to  tax  them  3  becaufc  if  you  take  their  Money  for  Taxes,  you  lofe 
it  in  Commerce,  which  muft  end  in  the  Ruin  of  your  Merchants,  and 
numerous  Manufacturers  3  for  what  is  gained  by  Taxes  is  fo  much 
Lots  to  Trade  3  the  draining  therefore  from  them  every  Farthing  of 
their  Money  by  Trade,  and  then  demanding  from  them  more  by 
Taxes,  is  abfolutely  reducing  them  to  'Egyptian  Slavery,  of  making 
Bricks  without  Straw, 

In  fhort,  the  great  GbjeCt  with  Regard  to  North- America  is  vending 

our  Manufactures,  which,  the  more  they  are  enabled  to  buy,  fo  much 
the  better  it  muft  be  for  us  in  the  Employment  of  our  People  at  home, 

and  the  Returns  we  receive  3  and  the  lefs  we  ftudy  to  perplex  our- 
fcl  ves,  by  attempting  to  tax  them,  the  more  it  will  be  to  our  Advan¬ 
tage,  and  contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  both  Countries. 

The  ruling  Policy  of  every  State  is  unqucflionably  Self-Intereft  3  the 
Policy  therefore  of  every  State  of  Europe ,  and  particularly  our  inveterate 
Enemies,  muft  induce  them  to  with  a  Revolt  of  our  Colonies  on  the 
Continent  of  North- America  3  and  they  would  not  fail  of  fuppoi  ting 
them,  either  openly  or  fccretly,  in  doing  it,  whereby  that  whole 'Con¬ 
tinent  would  be  thrown  open  to  them  in  Point  of  Trade,  which  this 
Kingdom  now  alone  enjoys.  The  Part  which  both  England  and  France 
took  when  Holland  revolted  from  Spain 9  proves  that  my  Apprehenfions 
are  not  ill  grounded;  if  therefore  Severity  is  ufed,  to  inforce  an  unpo¬ 
pular  ACt,  and  that  Defperation  fhould  enfue,  it  would  not  only  be 
Matter  of  great  Joy  to  our  inveterate  Enemies,  but  they  would  fccond 
Rich  Difobedience  with  all  their  Power,  in  order  to  confirm  it,  and 

thereby 
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-thereby  hope  to  reduce  the  Dignity  and  Power  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  fuch  dreadful  Situation,  which  (God  forbid)  the  Evil  .would  not 
flop  in  North  America,  for  the  Wed  Indies  would  mod:  probably  follow 
the  Fortune  of  the  Continent.  It  fhould  always  be  remembered,  that 
Spain  loft  both  Portugal  and  Holland  by  her  Ads  of  Severity  ;  and  in 
thofe  famous  Revolutions  every  Power  of  Europe  rejoiced.  We  ought 
therefore  to  be  very  careful  in  our  Conduft  towards  the  Americans , 
whom,  in  all  Probability,  every  Power  in  Europe  would  encourage  to 
.Rebellion,  whereby  they  would  greatly  weaken  this  Kingdom,  and 

advance  their  own  Intereft. 


Such  Confiderations  &s  thefe  fhould  point  out  to  this  Kingdom  the 
rKht  Rule  of  Policy  to  be  purfued  with  regard  to  our  Colonies,  which 
contain  near  three  Millions  of  People;  and  this  Rule  is,  to  acquire  and 
retain  by  Acts  of  Lenity  and  Mildnefs,  the  Affections  of  our  Colonies, 
and  not\o  alienate  them  by  Severity  ;  for  the  Time  will  approach,  in 
•Which  it  will  become  extremely  dangerous  to  attempt  ruling  fo  vaft  a 
Continent,  already  abounding  with  Millions,  by  the  Iron  Red  of  Power, 
the  Sway  of  which  will  only  make  them  the  fooner  refradory  ;  and 
'when  the  Fire  of  Refiftance  is  once  kindled,  there  is  no  forefeeinghow 
far  it  may  fpread.  The  De-fire  of  Independence  is  inherent  in  all  Men, 
■and  few  will  long  bear  even  imaginary  Grievances,  with  the  Means 
in  their  Hands,  however  defperate,  of  fna’-mg  them  off.  This  has 
been  feen  in  Rome,  which  was  once  theMiftrefs  of  the  World,  the  Seat 
of  Arts,  Empire,  and  Glory  ;  but  who,  by  her  Opprelhon  of  a  I  art  of 
Ada,  Africa,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  Europe ,  which  could  no  longer 
bear  the  Severity  of  her  Government,  forced  them  to  renounce  her  Ju- 
.rKdidion,  and  fet  up  for  thcmfclves  ;  in  confequence  of  wnich ^grea 
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*  Kingdoms  arofc  •  and  this  Country,  (Britain)  antiently  the  Jefl  of  the 
polite  Romans,  became  the  happy  Seat  of  Liberty,  Plenty,  and  Power, 
whilft  her  former  Sovereign  (Rome)  lies  funk  into  Slavery,  Ignorance, 
and  Poverty.  Let  this  be  a  Warning  to  us  how  wc  condudt  ourfelves 
to  our  CoiOnics,  who,  for  toe  fiin  Fimc,  arc  now  united  in  a  Congrcfs 
at  hew- York  ;  from  this  Union  or  their  Councils,  wc  cannot  tell  what 
they  will  refolvc,  but,  from  all  Accounts,  many  of  the  People  feem 
ripe  for  Defperation,  becaufc  they  think  thcmfelves  oppreffed.  We 
fnoukl  lernember  that  they  are  Englishmen ,  and  many  of.them  inherit 
from  their  Anccflors  icpublican  Principles,  which  they  carried  thither 
during  thw  civil  \v  ai s ;  being  perfecuted  here,  they  fled  to  the  Forefls 
of  America  for  the  cake  of  Liberty  5  their  Sons  are  ali  of  them  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  fame  Principles  of  Liberty,  which  Spirit  perhaps  is  more, 
prevalent  there  than  in  this  Kingdom.. 

»  f*  »  1  f  V  y  7  *  )  r 
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For  thefe  Reafons  great  Care  ought  to  be  taken  in  our  Condud  to¬ 
wards  the  Americans.  Toattrad  willing  Obedience  from  them  mull  al¬ 
ways  be  more  lafe  than  to  exad  it  by  Compulfron  j  and  it  can  never 
deferve  Reproach  to  corrcd  human  Policy  and  Error.  The  Rulers  of 
Kingdoms,  no  more  than  other  Men,  are  always  wife  ;  and  when  they 
are  not  fo,  it  is  happy  if  they  fee  their  Errors  before  it  is  too  late,  and 
not  perfeverc  in  them  through  Obftinacy,  rather  than  difeover  to  the 
World  that  they  have  been  wrong,  as  has  frequently  been  the  Cafe 
even  to  the  producing  the  very  word  Effeds  ;  but  we  are  st  piefent 
expofed  to  no  fuch  Hazard  from  the  Meafures  that  have  embroiled 
our  Colonies,  bccaufe  our  prefent  Miniders  cannot  be  intcreded  in 
the  covering  or  fupporting  the  Errors  of  the  lad.  I  hope  in  thefe 
Thoughts  to  be  rightly  understood  ;  my  Meaning  is,  to  point  out  the 

true 
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true  Policy  that  I  think  this  Kingdom  ought  to  purfue  •  for  the  Angle 
Object  of  Onion  between  us  and  the  Colonies,  is  undoubtedly  Conve¬ 
nience  and  Self-intereft  3  for  if  we  had  no  Views  of  reaping  Profit,  or 

an  Acceffion  of  Power  from  North- America,  we  fhould  not  concern 
ourielves  farther  about  them,  than  to  prevent  their  falling  into  other 

Hands,  to  the  endangering  us  :  And  the  AffeCiion-of  the  North- Ameri¬ 
cans  to  this  Nation,  from  which  they  fprung,  together  with  the  Pro 
tedion  which  they  received  in  their  infant  State,  fccurcs  their  Duty 
and  Loyalty. 


But  in  all  Debates  at  this  Time,  too  much  Strefs  is  laid  on  that  Pro¬ 
tection,  fince  whatever  we  did  for  them  was  with  a  View  to  ferve  our- 
felves  3  and,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  our  perfecting  the  Diffenters  in 
the  Times  of  James  and  Charles  I.  by  Com  million  and  Spiritual 
Courts,  compelled  the  Ancefiors  of  the  People  of  New- England  to  fly 
thither  from  Ecclefiaftical  Tyranny.. 


The  fame  Spirit  of  Perfection  prevailed  againft  the  Quakers  in  the 
latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  and,  being  made  very  uneafy 
thro’  Popifh  Bigotry,  Mr.  Penn ,  that  modern  Lycurgus ,  folicited  and 
obtained  a  Grant  of  Pennfy  hernia.  Thither  he  took  great  Numbers  of 
Quakers  at  his  own  Expence.,  which  were  followed  by  many  others, 
in  order  there  to  enjoy  their  innocent  and  confcientiaus  Opinions. 


Thus  it  appears  that  the  four  Colonies  of  New -Engl and  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  were  peopled  by  our  Perfection,  and  without  receiving  any  other 
Aid  than  that  of  Protection  only,  and  for  which  they  have  not  been  un¬ 
grateful  3  for  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that,  in  conference  of  our  Wars 
in  Europe ,  whenever  we  fentan  Expedition  to  America ,  we  have  always 
been  shifted  by  our  Colonics,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  3  for  in 
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1690,  when  Sir  William  Phipps  was  fent  againft  Canada ,  New -Engl and 
alone  fent  3000  Men  and  forty  Tranfports ;  and  in  the  Expedition  un¬ 
der  General  tiill,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne ,  againft  the  fame  Coun¬ 
try,  the  Colonies  fent  6000  Men.  In  1739,  at  theRequeft  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  4000  men  were  inftantly  raifed  in  the  Colonies,  and  fent,  at 
their  own  Expence,  to  Jamaica ,  the  Place  of  Rendezous,  from 
whence  they  were  conveyed  to  Carthagena ,  and  there  uled.  In  the 
Courfe  of  that  War,  when  our  Affairs  looked  deplorable  enough  in  Eu¬ 
rope* ,  New -England^  even  without  our  Knowledge,  or  a  fingle  Soldier 
from  Britain ,  undertook  the  Conqueft  of  Cape -Bret @n  ;  they  fucceeded 
in  it,  and  thereby  gave  Peace  to  this  Kingdom.  During  the  late 
War  they  had  20,000  Men  in  Arms  againft  the  Enemy  in  North-  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  when  the  French  were  totally  conquered  there,  they  fecondcd 
our  Defigns  in  South- America  againft  the  Havannah ,  which  important 
Place,  it  is  laid,  would  not  have  been  taken,  but  by  the  feafonable  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Troops  from  New -York ,  when  our  own  were  fwept  away 
by  a  raging  Diftempcr  :  For  thefe,  and  many  more  of  their  Services, 
Duty,  and  Loyalty,  they  claim  the  Liberty  of  Britijh  Subjects,  and  to 
which  they  affirm  they  have  an  hereditary  Right. 


They  have  now  no  European  Power  that  they  can  dread  in  their 
Neighbourhood,  and  their  own  internal  Power  is  very  confiderable 
and  this  will  increafc  very  iafL  which  a  juft  and  gentle  Sway  may  for 
Ages  conned!  to  this  Kingdom  ;  they  will  be  held  to  it  by  the  Tics  of 
Confanguinity,  Religion,  Language,  Manners,  Cuftoms,  and  Laws  ; 

thefe,  with  good  Ufage,  will  long  ftcure  them  to  us  ;  for  they  will 
always  confidtr  us  as  their  fafeft  and  beft  Friend  in  Europe . 

But 


% 
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But  our  greateft  Security  and  Power  over  them,  mufi:  confift  in  their 
Difunion  as  Colonies  ;  but  unhappily  the  Stamp-  Ad  has  abfolutely  dri¬ 
ven  them  to  cry  out  for  Union,  and  accordingly  their  Council*  are  now 
united  in  a  Congrefs  at  Nrw-Tork.  They  will  now  feel  their  Power, 
•  and  become  fenftble  of  the  Dutch  Motto,  that  Unity  gives  Strength, 

I 

t 

The  Advantages  which  we  feek  from  the  Colonies  are  in  a  commer¬ 
cial  Way,  and  as  they  add  to  our  Power,  we  fhould  therefore,  by  Plans 
of  mild  Government,  attraCt  them  as  Colonies  refpeCtively  ;  and  we 
fhould  rather  make  them  Rivals  for  our  Favour,  than  united  Friends  in 
oppofing  us.  We  mull  not  think  that  the  North- Americans,  who 
have  a  watchful  Eye  over  our  Proceedings,  and  arc  greatly  jealous  of 
their  Liberty,  will  fuffer  their  Properties  and  Interefls  to  be  mifapplied. 
America  is  every  Year  growing  more  inviting,  and  Great-Britain  per¬ 
haps  more  difgufting;  in  which  Cafe  her  Strength  will  increafe,whilft 
our’s  will  dccrcale,  for  we  daily  fee  many  of  our  Manufacturers  and 
uleful  People  getting  on  that  Side  of  the  Water.  In  fhort,  the  Means 
mo  ft  apparently  folid  for  fecuring  our  Colonies  to  us,  muft  be,  to  fa¬ 
vour  their  Induftry  in  every  Way  but  manufacturing  ;  and  fecuring  to 
ourfelves  the  Fruits  thereof,  by  furnifhing  them  with  our  Manufactures 
on  cheaper  Terms  than  they  can  procure  them  elfewherej  th’s  will  tend 
to  promote  mutual  Harmony  and  Profpcrity,  and  a  lafti,  g  Union  with 
our  Colonies  refpeCtively,  without  weakening  their  natural  Rivalries 
which,  tho’  we  need  not  foment,  we  fhould  not  wills  to  lefTen,  nor  by 
any  Means  by  unpopular  ACts  drive  them  to  Union  ;  but  this  unfortu¬ 
nately  has  been  done  by  the  Stamp- ACt,  fince  the  pa-ffing  which,  and  the 
Sugar-ACl  of  1763, great  Numbersof  our  Manufacturers  have  been  in- 

E  vited 


vi ted,  and  arc  gone  to  fettle  in  North- America,  the  Bffefls.  of  which 
arc  already,  and  will  foon  be  much  more fdverely  felt  in  this  Kingdom. 

It  is  a  miftakea  Policy  to  attempt  making  the  North-  Americans  Slaves 
to  our  Litered  or  Power,  for  they  are  too  knowing  to  be  made  the 
former,  and  too  hi  eh  fpirited  to  become  the  latter  ;  the  only  Way  to 
keep  them  dependent  on  this  Kingdom,  muft  proceed  from  the  \\  if- 
dom  and  Rcdlitude  of  the  Government;  no  diftind  Intereft.  muft  be 
purfued,  and,  above  ail,  the  landed  Intereft  muft  not  be  favoured  at  the 
Expence  of  the  commercial  ;  for  the  landed  Intereft  can  only  be 
fupported  by  the  Profperity  of  Commerce,  in  which  we  fiiould  in¬ 
dulge  the  Americans  as  much  as  in  our  Power,  and  thereby  take  oft 
their  Attention  from  becoming  Manufacturers.  This  only  is  tiue  I  o- 
licy,  and  on  fiach  Principles  wc  fiiould  begin  with  preventing  them  from 
being  harraffed  by  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  and  remove  every  cxifting 
Caufe  of  juft  Complaint,  and  we  fiiould  confider  their  Profperity  as  the 
Source  of  our  Riches  ;  by  this  Condudt  we  fhould  reftore  Content  and 
Harmony  both  here,  there,  and  between  us.  This  is  the  true  Syftem 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  abferved,  and  thofe  who  fail  in  purfuing 
it,  will  be  the  juft  Abhorrence  both  of  Britons  and  Americans. 

But  to  return  to  the  Stamp-Act,  in  the  Preamble  of  which  it  isfaid 
to  be  juft  and  neceflary  that  Provifion  be  made  for  railing  a  further 
Revenue  toward  defraying  the  Expenses  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  fc curing  the  Colonies  in  America. 

It  would  not  only  be  imprudent,  but  ill  become  me  to  attack  the  V  if- 
4Qm  of  that  Houfe,  of  which  I  always  defirc  to  think  and  fpeak  with 
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RefpeCt  ;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  for  a  Century  paft,  whilft 
Canada  and  Louficnw  were  in  the  Hands  of  France Colonies  wanted 
no  fuch  Defence  or  Security  from  England ,  for  they  defended  them- 
felvcs ;  but  now,  when  Louifiana ,  Cafe -Breton ,  and  Canada  arc  all  re¬ 
duced  to  the  Obedience  of,  and  poffeffed  by  the  Crown  of  England, 
now  that  there  is  not  a  French  Subject  left  on  that  Continent,  itistho’t 
neceffary  to  keep  a  confiderable  Army  in  the  Colonies,  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  which  this  grievous  and  unpopular  Adi  is  impofed  ;  but  it  has 
been  faid,  they  are  neceffary  to  reduce  the  Indians  5  this,  tho’  a  very 
idle  one,  I  know  was  the  Pretext.  The  Colonies  have  defended  them- 
felves  a  hundred  Years  fince  againff  the  Indians, and  are  they  now  all  of 
a  hidden  become  unable,  with  the  Addition  of  feveral  hundred  thoufand 


Men  ?  This  is  extraordinary  indeed  !  But  if  the  I  dians  were  not  in¬ 
clined  to  live  ill  Peace,  it  would  be  very  hard  if  the  Colonies  could  not 
hrin?  them  to  Subjection  without  the  Crown  keeping  a  numerous 
Body  of  Troops  in  a  Country  where  Soldiers  are  fo  very  difagreeable j 
and  not  only  fo,  but  to  lay  heavy  Duties  on  Merchandize  and  even  a 
Stamp-Tax,  for  the  Support  of  fuch  Troops,  and  in  a  Country  where 
every  Man  by  Beat  of  Drum  is  obliged  to  appear  under  Arms  ;  for 
all  the  Colonies  are  formed  in  a  regular  and  well-difciplined  Militia  ; 
and  they  are  fo  fen  Able  of  their  Numbers,  that  they  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  glad  to  fee  every  Soldier  embark  for  England ,  fince  they  are 
of  no  Ufe,  but  a  Burthen  to  the  Colonies,  whole  real  Defence  and 
protection  is  received  from  the  Valour  of  their  own  native  Militia  • 
nor  have  they  an  Enemy  worth  Notice  within  3000  Miles  of  them. 


With  the  recalling  therefore  of  thofe  Troop?  from  among  them,  the 

Caufeof  the  Stamp  Tax  will  be  removed  3  the  Colonies  would  then 

relume 
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itfa.ne  their  1  radc,  which  is  now  ruined  ;  and  their  Heads,  which  are 
at  prefent  full  of  manufacturing,  would  be  employed  on  Schemes  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation  5  the  Fruits  of  all  their  Labour  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  center  in  Great- Britain  and  the  Language  which  they  now 
hold,  that  they  are  treated  not  as  EngliJJjruen ,  but  as  Aliens  and  Slaves, 
\^ouid  immediately  fubfide  3  their  AffeCtions  and  Labours  would  be 
'Unhed  in  promoting  the  Frade  and  Intcrefc  of  this  Kingdom,  and  all 
Things  would  return  to  their  late  happy  and  profperoUs  State. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  admitting  the  Parliament  were  con- 
Mnced  of  the  Inability  of  the  Colonies  paying  the  Stamp-Duty,  and 
that  they  were  inclined  to  repeal  the  Ad;,  but  that  the  Americans ,  by 
denying  the  Authority  of  that  auguft  Houfe  to  impofe  internal  Taxes 

0n  t^em’  ^as,  *s  !t  "'ere,  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  Parliament  to 
repeal  the  Act,  became  their  Dignity  is  concerned. 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  as  to  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  that 
suguit  Houfe  can  refolve,that  their  legiflative  Power  is  not  confined  to 
Great -Britain,  but  doth  extend  over  the  whole  Bntijk  Empire  •  that  it 
is  hereditary  and  inherent  in  them  s  and  that  they  will  defend  and  fup- 
port  fuch  their  Authority  and  Dignity  whenever  Occafion  fhallrequire. 

After  this,  .if  they  are  convinced  of  the  Impropriety  of  the  Ad, 
they  can,  I  humbly  conceive,  confidently  with  their  Honour,  fufpend 
Its  Execution  !or  twelve  Months,  or  any  other  Period  of  Time,  till  a 

new  Parliament,  when  feme  fmall  commercial  Tax  may  be  laid  on 
•them,  and  this  abrogated. 

FINIS. 
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